St John Chrysostom
He Put On My Body That I May Embrace His Word

The Cherubim praise and the Seraphim glorify. All join to celebrate this feast,
beholding God on earth and man in heaven, the Most High below according to
the dispensation, and the lowly raised by God’s love for mankind (...).

And ask not how: for where God wills, the order of nature yields. For He
willed, He had the power, He descended, He redeemed (...).

The Ancient of Days has become an infant! He who sits upon the sublime
and heavenly Throne is placed in a manger! (...)

He who has broken the shackles of sin is tied by fetters because He desired
it! He wanted to transform vileness into honor and clothe shame with glory, to
make what is point of contempt a means to virtue! For that reason He put on my
body that I may embrace His Word! He took my flesh and gave me His Spirit.

In natalem Christi diem.
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&x Tov ayiov Twavvov Tov XpvoooTouov

Yuvet T Xegovfiy, dofoAoyel T Lega@ip, Tdvtes £opTdlovot
Beov €Tl NG 0QWVTES, Kal dAvOQWTOV €V 0DEAVOLS: TOV AVM KATW
O olkovopuiav, kal TOV KATw &vw diax pAavBowmiav...

Kat pn Otet mwg: 6mov yap PovAetatr Oeog, vikatat @UOEws
ta&is. HBovAnOn yag, nduvrion, katnAbev, éowoe-...

O INaAaiog Nuegwv mawiov yéyovev, 0 émi Bpdvov vVPNAOL Kal
émnopévou kabnuevog év @atvn tibeta, ...

O 1 g apagtiag dATTIWV deOUA OTIAQYAVOLS EUTAEKETAL,
Emedn tovto OéAel. OéAel Yo TNV ATHlay momMoat TNV, THV
adollav €vdvoatl dOEav, tOv NG VPoews Ogov, agetng del&at
toomov. ‘O0ev Vvépxetal 10 EUOV owua, va €yw XwENow TOV
avtoL Aoyov: kat AaPwv TV eunv cdoka, ddwol pot T0 éavtov
ITvevpua.

PG 56, 385-389
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